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Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 

Speaker, I rise today to honor the life 
of a great man and a great soldier. 

In 2013, I had the honor of meeting 
Fred Stolley and presenting him with 
the Soldier’s Medal, the highest honor 
a servicemember can receive for an act 
of valor in a noncombat situation. 

Private First Class Stolley proudly 
served his country during World War 
II; and in 1944, he saved a fellow soldier 
from drowning. Stolley’s commanding 
officer wrote a commendation letter 
praising him for saving the soldier who 
was twice his size and deeply troubled 
by the devastating news of losing his 
brother in combat. 

After the war ended, Stolley returned 
home to Decatur, Illinois. He worked 
nights, weekends, and, between classes, 
building houses and hauling water to 
graduate from my alma mater, 
Millikin University, with a degree in 
business. 

Out of respect for the soldier he 
saved, Stolley never requested a medal 
to recognize his act of heroism, but 70 
years later, my office was able to 
present him with the medal in front of 
his family and friends. 

This week, we lost a hero. Fred 
Stolley passed away at the age of 90. 

It is because of people like him and 
all of our men and women in uniform 
that we are able to enjoy the freedoms 
that we have today. 

My thoughts and prayers are with his 
family and friends as they lay him to 
rest in Decatur this afternoon. 

f 

LEAH CHASE, THE QUEEN OF 
CREOLE CUISINE 

(Mr. RICHMOND asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, today 
I rise in the spirit of Black History 
Month to honor Leah Chase, also 
known as the ‘‘Queen of Creole Cui-
sine,’’ a renowned chef, author, and a 
civil rights icon in New Orleans. 

As executive chef at her historic res-
taurant, Dooky Chase’s, she has served 
luminaries such as Duke Ellington, 
Thurgood Marshall, President George 
W. Bush and President Barack Obama, 
among countless others. 

In 1946, she married local musician 
Edgar ‘‘Dooky’’ Chase, Jr., whose fam-
ily owned a small street corner stand. 

At a time when New Orleans was 
starkly divided by segregation, Dooky 
Chase’s Restaurant was one of the few 
places where groups of mixed races 
could gather publicly. As a result, the 
restaurant became a central hub for 
leaders of the civil rights movement to 
meet and discuss strategy. 

Of course these types of gatherings 
were highly illegal, but due to the im-
mense popularity of Dooky Chase’s, 
there would have been a public uproar 
had law enforcement interrupted busi-
ness. Leah took full advantage of this 
and hosted Black voter registration 
campaigns, NAACP meetings, and 

countless other gatherings, and fed 
them well. 

To this day, people from across the 
world are blessed by Mrs. Chase’s 
warmth, hospitality, and, of course, 
her cooking. She has received countless 
awards, has been immortalized in song 
by Ray Charles, and inspired Disney’s 
first African American princess, but 
she remains rooted in her ministry and 
committed to service. 

This month, Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor some of the people who have 
paved the way for my generation and 
some of the people whose shoulders I 
stand on. So today, I congratulate and 
commemorate Leah Chase. 

f 

FEDERAL REGULATIONS BURDEN 
SMALL BUSINESSES 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, small businesses, the 
backbone of our economy, continue to 
be unfairly saddled by one-size-fits-all 
regulations. Most small businesses do 
not have the capacity to retain in- 
house legal or compliance depart-
ments, and unfortunately, many agen-
cies often neglect their duties of as-
sessing how new regulations may im-
pact small businesses. There is also a 
pattern of Federal agencies providing 
inadequate analyses of the long-term 
economic costs of the rules that they 
propose. 

Despite the President’s promise in 
January of 2011 to ‘‘eliminate excessive 
and unjustified burdens on small busi-
nesses,’’ very little has been done by 
this administration. 

Yesterday, the House passed H.R. 50, 
the Unfunded Mandates Information 
and Transparency Act of 2015, which 
would require greater transparency of 
the Federal Government costs associ-
ated with unfunded mandates. I joined 
my colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
to approve a commonsense solution to 
reducing cost by improving trans-
parency, awareness, and accountability 
in our Federal agencies. Just moments 
ago, the House passed H.R. 527, which 
would require better economic analyses 
of direct and indirect costs on small 
businesses. 

I thank my colleagues in both parties 
for supporting these commonsense re-
forms. 

f 

TERRITORIAL VOTING RIGHTS 

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, this 
month, as we pay homage to the many 
achievements and contributions to our 
great Nation by African American men 
and women, and earlier this week my 
colleagues spoke on this floor com-
memorating the 50th anniversary of 
the march on Selma and the subse-

quent passage of the Voting Rights 
Act, I want to call to the attention of 
my colleagues here in Congress that 
there are still American citizens today 
that do not have equal voting rights— 
some 4 million citizens, to be exact. 
These are citizens and residents of 
America’s island territories: the U.S. 
Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico, Guam, and 
Northern Mariana Islands. 

These overseas U.S. territories have 
been part of the United States for over 
115 years. That is more than half as 
long as there has been a U.S. Constitu-
tion. 

Our service has gone above and be-
yond, giving this great Nation even its 
very banking system, through fellow 
Virgin Islander Alexander Hamilton. 
Our service has gone even to having 
the highest rate of military service in 
the United States, with some 7 percent 
higher than other areas, the national 
average, in casualties in Afghanistan 
and Iraq. 

I implore this Congress and urge 
them to pass the Voting Rights Act, 
and also to extend those rights to its 
U.S. citizens abroad. 

f 

b 1230 

RECOGNIZING THE LEADERSHIP 
AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF 
DAVID NORTHERN, SR. 

(Mr. DOLD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, today, I rise 
to recognize the leadership and accom-
plishments of David Northern, Sr. He is 
a resident of Grayslake and a good 
friend. On January 25, Mr. Northern 
was presented with the Most Influen-
tial African American of Lake County 
Award for 2015. 

I have known David for several years 
in his role as a community leader and 
as the executive director and chief ex-
ecutive officer of the Lake County 
Housing Authority. Under David’s lead-
ership, the housing authority has be-
come a more effective, people-centered, 
and collaborative agency. 

He and his team have found a balance 
allowing them to successfully serve 
those in need of housing while also 
being mindful to the fiscal effects on 
the county as a whole. 

David is a kind and genuine person 
who feels a personal responsibility to 
his community. For David Northern, 
building a strong community is not 
just his job, but his passion. 

I want to congratulate David on his 
well-deserved award and say that it is 
an honor to call him my friend and to 
recognize his contributions to the peo-
ple of Lake County. 

f 

MATTERS OF GRAVE CONCERN TO 
AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. ROHRABACHER) is recognized 
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